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French Fashion Movements in the early 20" Century
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Abstract: The basic source material used in this study is women’s magazines incorporating tailoring
patterns published with the target set on middle-class French women at the start of the 20" century.
Adopting two approaches, namely the cultural history of costume and study of the structure of costume, we
have examined the relationship between costume and physical changes. From the standpoint of the
structure of costume, we have analysed the numerical values that appear in the body size charts used at the
time when placing an order for the production of a particular pattern along with the pattern cuttings. |
thereby discovered changes in physique centring especially on the waist and an increase in the amount of
leeway afforded by the costumes. From the standpoint of cultural history in connection with costume, we
studied design silhouettes and ornamentation on the basis of prints and photographs of models featured in
the magazines and also on the basis of fashion-related magazine articles. This enabled us to ascertain the
process whereby middle-class women became aware of trends in haute couture through the medium of
fashion news columns and were able to imitate these trends through use of the models and attachments
featured in the magazines. The move towards flat, leisurely silhouettes incorporating exotic costume
features also became evident. One can observe how clothing adapted to stylistic change through the use of
motifs and colouring. The magazines at the same time presented simple and easily mastered materials and
techniques and ideas for renovation taking account of household budgets and lifestyles.
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