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Abstract: The aim of this study is to propose the color combination proper to fit the contemporary use of
colors, based on the survey of costume colors in the early Japanese Modern History. In order to pursue this
idea, the present authors examined the sense of seasons which inherited from ancient period in
“KASANE-IROME". "KASANE-IROME" means the arrangement of colors of the costumes which
associated with flowers or plants of seasons since the Heian Period. We examined descriptions about
"KASANE-IROME" in the records of "UTA-AWASE", a poetical composition match, and in the literature
written in the Heian period. We also analyzed the relationship between the seasons and costume
colors in books concerning costumes.

The relationship between seasons and costume colors in “SHOZOKU-SHO”, books concerning
costumes, has been analyzed. As the results, a lot of colors with names of seasonal flowers or plants were
found in the descriptions in the records of "UTA-AWASE". On the other hand, two surveys were examined
in order to make clear which colors or plants people associate with each season. We found several common
colors or plants or scenes for many people associated with each season. Alternatively, we surveyed against
some subjects with questionnaire which colors or plants people associate with fabrics dyed by several
levels of dyeing concentrations. Consequently, red fabrics made subjects think of the colors of cherry
blossoms, peaches and azaleas. Accordingly, we suggested the fabric making methods for bringing people
to mind the sense of each season.
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Table 1 Current interpretation for "KASANE-IROME".V
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Fig.4 Color combination for "SAKURA-GASANE".
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Fig.5 Represented samples of “SAKURA-GASANE” using wool yarns.
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Fig.6 Examples of color combination “KASANE” newly proposed in this study.
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