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Modernization of Kimono and its Wearing Manners from 1910s to 1930s in Japan

—Focusing on the Bunka Gakuen Costume Museum’s Collections
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Abstract: During the 1920s and 1930s, Japan experienced the phenomenon of kimono Westernization or
modernization. Drawing on the study of actual kimono examples with modernized patterns which were
made in 1920s and 1930s Japan and stored in Japanese and British museums, as well as magazine records
and the archives of department stores such as Mitsukoshi, the project explored this little-known aspect of
Japanese kimono history. Each researcher explored the following points: (D The mutual influence of
Japanese and Western design on kimonos. @How Japanese women’s magazines, such as Fujin Club and
Fujokai, introduced the new trend in 'traditional’ kimonos; how women in Japan received the development
and adopted the different standards of beauty regarding kimonos. (@How department stores offered the
different styles to the general public.
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