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Noh and Kyogen Mask Covers
— Historical Textile Research Using Cross-Disciplinary Methods
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Abstract: The aim of this research project is to bring attention tothe multi-faceted importance of the textiles
intimately associate with theintangible cultural property of Noh drama through on-sites surveys.

The robes that Noh actors wear are the central apparatus associatedwith the performance of Noh drama.
However, mainstream research on Noh hasfocused almost exclusively on the literary aspects of Noh to the
exclusion of the material history of the objects essential to its performance. Furthermore,where masks and
robes have been studied under the rubric of art history,research has taken place in separate fields of
specialization. Masks are of course key pieces of equipment for the performance of Noh, but they are also
considered to be the lodging place of the spirit of the kami (god) during a performance. As a natural
consequence of this

way of thinking, the bags or “covers” created to protect the masks during storage were often made of
extremely valuable silks, considered appropriate to the purpose. Many of these covers are in fact made
from fragments of famous textiles, imported foreign textiles, and from fragments of Noh robes themselves.
Although their status as historically significant textiles is indisputable, the covers themselves have rarely
been the subject of enquiry.

This research project attempts to fill this lacuna by collecting and organizing data on the types of textiles

used, the forms of the covers, and any accompanying notes or other information found during surveys. The
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surveys conducted focused on covers associated with masks from ex-daimyo collections, reflecting our
conviction that the mask covers are most fruitfully researched within the context of their role amongst
other objects in daimyo collections of what might be called “cultural apparatus.” Many extant masks and
robes now in museum, temple, and shrine collections are originally from daimyo collections.
Mask covers are of particular importance in establishing the provenance of these masks and robes. This
research builds on previous work on masks from ex-daimyo collections as we attempt to establish
connections between the covers, and the masks and robes they may originally have been associated with.
The resulting database of our findings is an attempt to provide data of cross-disciplinary relevance for both
art history and Noh studies.
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