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Change of Stockings & Socks Design in Light of the Sense of Beauty towards Legs and its
Transformation — The Comparison between the Sense of Beauty on Male Stockings & Socks
in the Occident in the 18" and early 19" Century and the Sense of Beauty on Young Female

Stockings & Socks in Contemporary Japan
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Abstract : This study pays attention to the possibly excessive fashion sense towards legs included in the
exposure of legs, and aims at clarifying the designability required for stockings & socks and the reasons
for which stockings & socks occupy an important position in fashion mainly through fashion in two eras.
The one era is the male fashion in Europe from the medieval era through the early 19" century. The other
is the contemporary Japanese young female fashion. In the former era, stockings & socks were born from
shortened outerwear, and legs, as a part of male beauty, symbolized the power and existed as absolute
beauty. Stockings & socks played a role of emphasizing masculinity. On the other hand, in the latter era,
legs are highly exposed. Therefore, stockings & socks have become a new fashion item indispensable for
co-ordination and means to express personality. This is a particular style unseen in other countries.

This study conducted an attitude survey on stockings & socks as well as a survey on the use of highly
trendy contemporary stockings & socks to university students specialized in fashion, and analyzed the
tendency. In addition, this study conducted the researches in two French museums, “Les Arts Décoratifs”
and “Musée de Vauluisant” and strived to create the database of stockings & socks owned by these
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museums as excellent designs with truly various techniques such as embroidery, watermarks and lace
patterns can be seen in female stockings & socks of mainly the 19" century in existence. Then, university
students specialized in fashion newly designed stockings & socks based on the surveys and researches,
displayed the stockings & socks in “Leg wear exhibition” held in January 2013, and published a leaflet on
stockings & socks. These constituted a recapitulation of the study.
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Fig.2 Silk stocking with embroidery in Musée de Vauluisant
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Fig.3 Silk stocking in Bunka Gakuen Costume Museum Collection
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Leg wear

Fig.7 Exhibition“Leg wear” 7 “Leg wear” i
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Fig.8 “The story of socks & stockings” 8“Ht FDISEE”
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