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Abstract: Our research of the academic year 2012 started with the reviewing of outcomes and problems as
they became clear at the international conference ‘History of Consumer Culture: Genealogies of Curiosity
and Material Desire: How has consumer taste been constructed?’, held at Gakushuin University in March
2012. Each of the three researchers clarified and reviewed various issues raised by participants and
discussants during the conference and discussed how to update and conduct our researches in a more
effective and efficient manner to improve their qualities and gain more satisfactory results.

After revising her paper on Mrs. Peel, Suga returned to her research on photography and poster designs
in relation to fashion media in the 1930s and made some intensive research during the summer. She gave a
lecture at  “LENS 2012: Out of the Shadows” , hosted by the National Library of Wales, 23-24 November
2012. During the above conference, she met invaluable information on Ifor Thomas (head of Photography
Dempartment at Reimann School) and his educational principle and philosophy of photography. It has
opened up a new perspective upon the education and practice of commercial photography after WWII, as
well as before WWWII. Qishi continued his research on fashion magazines in the late nineteenth century
and then moved to those published in the early nineteenth century. His main focus was on the relationship
between the pre-Raphaelites, aestheticism, and the rational dress reform in the 1870s and 1880s, and also
on its impact upon the representation and advertisements of fashion in the magazines. He extended his

research towards the early twentieth century. He took a research trip to UK in February to finalise his paper
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on women’s consciousness and fashion magazines between the 1870s and 1920s. Mashima has been
working on the trade and industry of clothes in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. She
researched on designs, qualities, export quantities and destinations of fashion textiles before WWI and
between WWI and WWII. This was designed to examine the situation of textile industry, which supported
the British fashion system, from its prime time to the declining years. Her main interest was to analyse the
establishment of textile industry in British colonies and the local demands of textiles there from various
viewpoints, in particular, the rivalry between them and the Japanese textile industry which began to

increase its export rapidly to Asian countries.
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