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Abstract : This study aims to survey materials and information related to kimono, kimono designs, and
textiles produced in Kyoto during the modern period. The results of the survey are to be sorted for further

research. There are four research approaches of this study.

1. In 2010, we conducted a general survey of public and private collections of kimono and kimono
designs in Kyoto. According to the survey, we created a list of collections which holds materials related
to this research, and interviewed curators of the collections.

2. We made a list of all the article headings in the newspaper Senshoku Hinode Shinbun (Dyeing Industry
News Paper) published between April 1932 and March 1933.

3. In the modern period, department stores played important roles for introducing new designs and
creating new fashion trends. We chose Takashimaya Hyakusenkai (seasonal event to introduce kimono
with new designs at Takashimaya Department Store) to research how department stores were involved
in the kimono culture. We interviewed former employees of the Design Office of the Takashimaya
Department Store.

4. We conducted a research of kimono worn by Oharame (women of Ohara). The results are put into an

exhibition “Oharame” at Kyoto Institute of Technology Museum and Archives (28 January — 23
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All four approaches have shed light on situations surrounding historical materials related to kimono culture
in Kyoto. In addition, a number of historically important materials were found. This study, however, needs
further research in order to construct a comprehensive view of kimono culture and the dyeing industry of

modern Kyoto. By using the results of this study, we will continue working on this topic.
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