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A Cultural and Historical Study on the Matsuzakaya Collection
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Abstract: The Matsuzakaya Collection is a general term of the textile collection which the Matsuzakaya
Department Store gathered in the early Showa period. The collection has been, however, unopen to the
public because it has been used as the design resource of Matsuzakaya’s products. Therefore, the detail is
yet to be clarified. In the year 2010, the collection was moved to Nagoya. On this occasion, we conducted
academic research in order to examine its position as a textile collection. Collected under the peculiar
purpose, the collection counts about 10,000 pieces. This research focused on the 52 selected superior
kosodes. As a result, we found a number of examples which embody the history of textiles and transition of
kosode. In addition, the collection’s unique character was revealed.
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Fig.1 Kosode with design of monochoria
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Fig.2 Kosode with design of wild chrysanthemums and garden pavilion in yuzen dyeing and
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Fig.3 Kosode with design of an orange tree and folded paper butterflies in embroidery on white
figured satin . [ - HiAGBE SR ERECRR /Nl (£ 5 No391)
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Fig.4 Kosode design of peonies and waves in yuzen dyeing on moss-green crepe. H5 ZZ#f il Hi Sz 1R 41 )
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Fig.5 Kosode with design of red maple,stripes and calligraphy in yuzen dyeing and embroidery on tan
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Fig.6 Kosode with design of red méple,stripeé

Fig7. Kosode with d

and calligraphy in yuzen dyeing and embroidery  calligraphy in yuzen dyeing on white crepe.
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Fig.8 Kosode with design of running water and chrysanthemums in kanoko shibori dyeing and embroidery
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