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Abstract : This research plans to undertake a close investigation of Japanese kumihimo braiding, from the
standpoint of art history, as well as its scientific and technical investigation. The silk manufacturer today in
Japan rely entirely on foreign imported silkworms and raw silk and there is a social demand to use native ones
with traceable origins. This project hopes to advance the use of native silkworms and raw silk in the making
kumihimo braiding of high quality.

About the basic investigation on Japanese kumihimo braiding, bibliographical research was carried out.
Most of the braids of the highest grade were dedicated to the Buddhist temple and Shinto shrine, therefore
religiousness and spiritualism characterize the Japanese historic braids. Technically they were gradually
developed to more complicated braids by connecting basic units in width and thickness.

We made a list of documents of the Japanese braid use in the Bunka Gakuen Costume Museum collection
and examined main real documents. A round string (approximately 35cm) attracted attention because of the
similarity with a string preserved inside great priest Zendo statue (thirteenth century) of the Chion-in Temple
possession.

As for the production process of the kumihimo braiding, it is divided into specialized labors. They are
sericulture, filature, plying, twisting and scouring concerning the thread, and dyeing, braiding and finish by the
braiding manufacturer. We received practical training in each process and recorded photograph and DVD and
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made samples. We also broadened our horizons in the historic techniques before the Meiji era and in the
technical change of China.

About the development of the braid material due to the domestic cocoon, we chose extra-fine 1(gokuboso
1go), platinum boy(puratina boi), spring mountainxbell month(syunreixsyougetu) as the silkworm kind that
the examination intended for. We compared strength, elasticity and luster of raw silk, thrown threads and
degummed threads made of each silkworm. Then we produced the obi cord of each document. As a result of
the sensory evaluation, the difference of the kind was not so clear when it was the stage of the obi cord.
Techniques of the obi cord are well adapted a modern technology after the Meiji era. In future the
development of various uses of the braiding in which we make use of the traditional techniques of the braiding
before the Meiji era is expected.
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braiding in the Bunka Gakuen Costume Museum Collection
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Kumihimo braiding in the Bunka Gakuen Costume Museum Collection
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