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Abstract: The Japanese word "kimono" is well-known in the West. The most important vector for this
knowledge of the kimono was the trend of Japonism that emerged in the second half of the 19th century
after Japanese ports were opened to the world. In order to study the influence of the kimono on Western
culture in the context of Japonism, we conducted field surveys to confirm that kimonos from Japan were
present in Europe.

This was a period when Japanese goods were taken overseas in increasing numbers. International
expositions in Europe and America introduced kimonos and other Japanese objects, interest in Japanese art
and culture grew rapidly, and Western artists were inspired by Japanese art, in a movement that was called
Japonism. Kimonos first won the admiration of artists, and before long, they attracted ordinary women too.
Keen collectors emerged, and Western museums began to acquire kimonos and Japanese textiles. Our
research shows that collectors were motivated by the objective of securing sources of design ideas as well
as by the desire for works of art.

In addition to its influence on art, Japonism had a significant influence on Western fashion, particularly
Paris fashion. This has been corroborated by research such as that published in Akiko Fukai's Japonism in
Fashion (1994, Heibonsha) and demonstrated by the Kyoto Costume Institute's exhibition Japonism et
Mode (1994 in Kyoto, 1996 in Tokyo). In order to verify how kimono and Japanese textiles influenced the
West, we conducted field studies from 2009 to 2011 to survey kimono and Japanese textile collections in

museums in France, the UK, and Italy. Researchers were able to examine the collections at the Victoria and
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Albert Museum in London and at Les Arts Décoratifs - Mode et Textile, and the Musée National des Arts
Asiatiques Guimet in Paris in 2009, at the Museo d’Arte Orientale Ca’ Pesaro in Venice and at the Museo
Pier Alessandro Garda e del Canavese in lvrea in 2010, and at the National Museum of Scotland in
Edinburgh and the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum in Glasgow in 2011.

Finally, a symposium, The Influence of Kimono: In the Background of Japonism, was held in Tokyo in
November, 2011 to bring together the findings of the three years of surveys and provide an overall report
on the research project. To complement our research, Dr. Ricard Bru, professor of the University of

Barcelona, was invited to report on collections in Spain, which had not been covered by the research group.
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Table 1. The number of items, our research in Les Arts Décoratifs - Mode et Textile
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Table 3. The number of items, our research in the Victoria and Albert Museum
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Table 4. The number of items, our research in National Museum of Scotland
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Table 5. The number of items, our research in Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum
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Table 6. The number of items, our research in Museo d’Arte Orientale Ca’ Pesaro, Venice
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Piazza Ottintti 18, Ivrea, Italy
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Table 7. The number of items, our research in Museo Pier Alessandro Garda e del Canavese, Ivrea
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