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The Cross-genre Study of Costume Depictions in Pre-modern and Modern Genre Paintings
— Applications of painting scholarship to the chronological study of Kosode and Kimono
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Abstract: The following findings were obtained through the examination of early modern genre paintings,

hand-painted Ukiyo-e, woodblock Ukiyo-e, and early modern Japanese paintings, as well through the

examination of early modern and modern-historical textiles (clothing accessories), all kept by each of the

visited art museums.

1.

The relationship between the depictions of kosode kimonos that can be seen in hand-painted Ukiyo-e
from the Edo period and the transition of the kosode form has been established

It was revealed that the works known as “early modern genre paintings”, that were produced between
the Momoyama period and early Edo period, were created in a time period somewhat different from
what the existing theory holds.

In focusing on the depiction of clothing in Japanese paintings, it was found that in modern-historical
works, there was not only a strong awareness of clothing of the same period, but an intentional
incorporation of elements from past clothing into the works.

Additionally, a close relation is visually shown between the kosode clothing depicted in Edo period

hand-painted Ukiyo-e and the actual kosode clothing from the same era. The transition of the kosode form
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is also indicated through the works. This could be seen in the “Townswomen Fashion: Kosode and Ukiyo-e
Paintings in Edo Period” (October 3 — November 23, 2009) project exhibit at the New Otani Art Museum
that displayed Edo Period hand-painted Ukiyo-e, kosode, as well as Hinagatabon.

By comparing the period in which every hand-painted Ukiyo-e was created based on the art research to the
historical timeline of kosode that has been established through utilizing material such as the Kosode
Hinagatabon, it has become evident that the clothing shown in the hand-painted Ukiyo-e works faithfully
depicts the actual clothing of its time.

A research presentation was conducted on the theme “Inspecting Noh Paintings from Various Angles — The
“Hyakuman” Emaki Hand Scrolls and Picture Books”, which discussed the topic of “Clothing Depictions
in ‘Hyakuman’ Emaki Hand Scrolls Picture Books”.

The depictions of clothing in kyogen emaki hand scrolls and kyogen picture books suggests a contextual
relationship for the creation period of two types of similar works, and provided an opportunity for further
examination through art research.

While paintings fundamentally serve an essential role in the historical research of the intangible cultural
arts, this examination has established that the clothing depicted in paintings is a clue for judging the

reliability of the content in the painting or for estimating the painting’s time period of origin.
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