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Abstract:  In this study, we focused on efforts to revive Asian traditional textile industries that underwent a
decline and have become obsolete amidst cultural modernization. In particular, we compared the revival
initiatives for folk clothing industries in Japan, South Korea, and Malaysia, whose governments have

shown strong support for reviving these industries.

First, we looked at the case of the Yuntanza Hanaui textile from Okinawa, Japan. Yuntanza Hanaui textiles
were traditionally woven at Yomitan Village, Nakagami District, in Okinawa Prefecture during the early
period, but weaving stopped in the beginning of the 20" century. In 1960, Yomitan Village, through its
economic development plans, initiated efforts to revive the industry. Women villagers were the ones
involved in actual production and revival of Yuntanza Hanaui textile, but the government, aiming to make
it a local specialty craft, established the Traditional Craft Center and put up three workshop studios in
different locations around the village. The strong leadership and financial support provided by the local

government were instrumental in reviving this important traditional folk clothing industry.

Next we studied the case of the Hansan mosi ramie fabric from Hansan in Seocheon-gun,
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Chungcheongnam-do, South Korea. Hansan mosi is an elegant fabric for summer apparel and was
traditionally produced mainly in Hansan in the whole Seocheon-gun area. With the introduction and spread
of the use of synthetic fibers, however, areas for growing ramie were greatly reduced, and the Hansan mosi
fabric industry deteriorated. In the middle of the 1980s, however, as part of their initiatives in restoring
cultural traditions, the national and the local Seocheon governments introduced programs on preserving and
continuing the production of Hansan mosi. In the 1990s, they established the Hansan Mosi Fabric Hall, and

in 2000, they organized an agency for globally promoting Hansan mosi fabric.

Finally, we studied the case of the kain songket fabric produced along the Terengganu River in Malaysia.
Until around 1920, silk fabrics, mainly kain limar, were produced in Kuala Terengganu. Production of silk
fabrics was affected by the Second World War and eventually declined with the importation of cotton fabric.
Under Malaysia's new economic policy implemented in the 1970s, the Malaysian Handicraft Development
Corporation (MHDC) introduced the use of kain songket, which was traditionally used as ceremonial cloth.
From the mid-1970s, MHDC initiated reforms to restructure the raw materials monopoly brought about by
commercial capitalism, to streamline the traditional worker-employment system, and to upgrade the
conventional product-distribution system. These efforts encouraged the growth of privately owned and

independent textile businesses and led to the expansion of the handicraft industry.
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