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Gender Studies in the historic phenomenon of Western costume
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Abstract :  This joint research’s primary objective is to consider the formation of awareness of Gender in
the European costume during 14"M-19" Century. We are investigating the various phenomena of the
European clothing culture: for example, the theory of color symbolism during 15"-16" Century ltaly, the
representation of Italian Christian figures, and the cross-dressing in the Modern French literature.

We have taken notice of the color of the clothes of Christine de Pizan, (1365-1430ca.), the first
professional authoress in Europe. In the miniatures illustrated by the Cité des Dames Master she always
wore a blue cotardie and a double-horned headdress covered with a white veil. There is no doubt that she
hoped to represent herself with this costume as Dufresne and Muzzarelli pointed out. In Le Livre des Trois
Vertus ou Le Trésor de la Cité des Dames (1405), a didactic work for women, Christine recommends dress
suitable for each level on the social hierarchy and warns against rich and lavish garments. Her simple
cotardie without superfluous ornamentation represents exactly her view on dress. At the same time, in
Cent Ballades d’amant et de dame (1407-1410) and in Le Dit de la Rose (1402) she suggests that bleu (o
azur) signifies Loyalty. When she had the illuminator illustrate her own dress, she was sure to keep this
popular medieval symbolism in mind. This proponent of women and excellent romantic poet desired to
produce a modest image of herself acceptable to court society by a simple cotardie, a simple veil, and the
color blue that signifies Loyalty.

In the study on the cross-dressing in the Renaissance Christian image culture, we examine a very

strange phenomenon as Christ’s gender-shift. In late Medieval and Renaissance culture, some (male) Christ
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images with a long female tunic inspired popular imagination to be transformed into female saints or
unidentified androgynous figures. In particular, we focus on an analysis of images of St. Wilgefortis
(feminized bearded crucifixes also known by a variety of other names including “Kimmernis” and
“Uncumber”) derived from an early Medieval Italian statue “Volto Santo”, and various images of female
saints and androgynous figures derived from “Christ of Sunday”. With emphasis on art as situated in the
context of religion, spirituality, mythology, popular literature and gender relations, we try to interpret the
memory of image from image-anthropological point of view.

And further, we consider why women cross-dress and the symbolic meaning of cross-dressing as
carried out by women, specifically George Sand, a female writer of Romantic literature, and female
supporters of the early socialism of Saint-Simonism. The Sand’s cross-dressing and the clothing worn by
female Saint-Simonians are products of society or culture, and means for making a living as a woman,

refusing the various social restrictions which women were forced in the 1830’s.
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