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Abstract :  Although we are only a decade into the third millennium, various changes have already
penetrated into every corner of our society, including changes in the relationship between fashion and
media. The development of electronic media such as the Internet and the acceleration of the
production-distribution cycle have changed the way fast-fashion has been reported and transformed fashion
as a whole. Thanks to IT and the World Wide Web, traditional ways of reporting and disseminating
information are being replaced by newer, more progressive ones. Furthermore, in Japan, it has been
reported for quite some time that the fashion magazine business has fallen on hard times.  This study aims
to clarify the problems facing fashion magazines and suggests areas for further research.

After reviewing previous research and articles in trade journals in 2008, we held an international
symposium titled <RE: Fashion and Media> in September 2009. This was intended to forge a common
understanding between researchers and businesspeople about the problems presented by the changing
fashion environment. The discussion was focused on the present state of fashion magazines and problems
that need to be addressed. The expansion of the Internet has led to an unprecedented proliferation and
diversification of information, and fashion media has been transformed into a multi-media system
consisting of conventional print media, pictures and live events as well as new technological advances and
innovations.

Because the fast-developing and successful Chinese market has attracted attention in basic research
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and was much talked about at the symposium, we also researched Chinese fashion media. After doing
basic research on its development process, we did on-the-spot research on Chinese fashion magazines in
February 2010. It became evident through surveys of three major fashion magazines that the most
important issue for contemporary Chinese fashion media, having progressed from its infancy to the age of
multi-media in less than 20 years, is “Sinicization,” or the shedding of its image as an importer of values
from the West and Japan. It was also concluded that much can be learned about fashion medb a by
closely following the Chinese system, as its young workers and companies take on new media innovations
and challenges in the coming years.

We began to make our findings public beginning in 2010 as follows: Poster presentation titled
<A Study on Fashion Magazines Today: issues and prospects> at the 24th International Costume Congress
2010 in Seoul in August 2010, a thesis titled <A Study of Fashion Magazines in China Today> in Journal
Of Bunka Women’s University No.42, 2011, and a thesis titled <A Study on Fashion Magazines Today> in
Annual Journal of Studies: The Society for Fashion Business Vol.16, 2011 (in printing). We hope that this

research will lead to further discourse and study.
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