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A Contemporary Image of “Masculinity” and the Role of Japanese Men’s Fashion Magazines
since the 1980’s, with a Focus on “MEN’S NON-NO”
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Abstract : This study clarifies a contemporary image of “masculinity” since the 1980°s in Japan by
analyzing the Japanese men’s fashion magazine “MEN’S NON-NO.” Media and social/social
psychological behavior have played a key part in construction of “masculinity.” Until the end of this year,
their features and change in them were analyzed by classifying articles in “MEN’S NON-NO” from June
1986 to December 1995. A preliminary investigation into the relation between the new image of
“masculinity” and the magazine was conducted in March. Five hundred men are completing a questionnaire
on the Internet. The main components are items concerning “MEN’S NON-NO,” “masculinity,” and
consumption behavior. Meanwhile, a database is being developed on men’s studies and cultural studies in
Europe and the United States. In the next year, interviews of researchers and writers about their related field

of studies will be available on a database in England.
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