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A Study of the Kimono Designs in Kyoto during the Meiji, Taisho and early Showa periods
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Abstract : This study aims to survey materials, sources and information related to kimono, kimono designs,
and textiles produced in Kyoto during the modern period in Japan. Collections located in the city of Kyoto
with materials related to our research were contacted by mail and the resulting survey has cast some light
on the whereabouts and current state of kimono during the modern period. In the next fiscal year,
interviews will be conducted with the staff in charge of the collections. Another goal for the next fiscal year
will be to list the materials that appeared in the newspaper Shenshoku Hinode Shinbun which will be an
invaluable tool in understanding the trends of the textile industry in Kyoto during the early Showa period
(1932-1940). Finally, interviews will be arranged with Takashimaya department store staff in order to
understand the important role played by the kimono design department of the store (Takashimaya
Hyakusen-kai) in establishing kimono fashion trends during the years before the Second World War.

All the preliminary survey activities listed above have been completed and new survey projects will start in
the next fiscal year.
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