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A Cultural and Historical Study on Kosode Kimonos Handed Down in the Mitsui Family
—Focusing on the Relationship between Existing Kimono Relics and
Maruyama Costume Sketches—
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Abstract: The purpose of this research is to demonstrate the relationship between the designs of the
Maruyama school and the characteristics of designs and textile techniques of kosode handed down from the
Mitsui family, known to be wealthy merchants during the Edo period. This research also investigates how
kosode handed down from the Mitsui family can be evaluated in the cultural history of clothing.

This year, research took place on (1) kosode owned by Mitsui Memorial Museum, (2) kosode owned by
Rakutouihoukan, (3) designs of the Maruyama school owned by Kameisan Daijyo-ji, (4) Maruyama school
handicraft designs entrusted to the Kyoto National Museum, and (5) kosode owned by the Fukuoka City
Museum. The result was a better understanding of the actual conditions of kosode and designs, including

information that was previously not known to exist.
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