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BOOK L. CHAPTER L. PRELIMINARY.
ONSIDERING OUR PRESENTADVANCT
STATE OF CULTURE, AND HOW THE
TORCH OF SCIENCE HAS NOW BEEN
BRANDISHED & BORNE ABOUT, WITH
MORE OR LESS EFFECT, FOR 5000 YEARS
& upwards; how, in these times , not only
dleg'oxhsu]lbums, and perhaps more fiercely than
ever, but innumerable Rush-lights, and Su{phur—
matches, kindled thereat, are also glancing in
direction, so that not the smallest cranny or cffmie
in Nature or Art can remain unilluminated, —it
mighe strike the reflective mind with some surprise
that hithertolittle or nothing of a fundamentalcha-
_ racter, whetherin the way ol hy or History,
has been written on the subject of ([ Our
Theory of Gravitation is as good as perfect : La-
grange, it is well known, has proved thac the Plane-
tary System, on this scheme, will endure forever;
Laplace, still more cunningly, even guesses that it
could not have been made on any other scheme.
Whereby, at least, our nautical Logbooks can be
betterkept; & water-transporcofall kindshasg
more commodious. Of GeologLand we
know enough : what with the labours of our Wer-
ners and Hutrons, what with the ardent genius of
their disciples, it has come about that now, to man
a Royal Society, the Creation of 2 World is Li
more mysterious than the cooking of a dumpling;
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