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Abstract : Kosode costumes handed down in the Mitsui family are thought to have been produced on the
basis of sketches created by painters associated with the Maruyama school of traditional Japanese painting.
Investigation of extant examples of kosode costumes and sketches involved in this study has come up with
the following results.

The places of production, the methods of tailoring, and the textile techniques show features associated
with the era between the end of the Edo Period and the Meiji Period. As regards the sketches, the
signatures (the meaning of which is different from in the case of paintings, etc. since the signature is not
that of the artist himself) and documentary records indicate clearly the involvement of contemporary
painters belonging to the Maruyama school of painting.

Kosode costumes handed down in the Mitsui family may be considered to have been created with the
involvement of painters in order to come up with new designs for kosode that differed from those that

previously characterized these costumes, and they clearly incorporate design features associated with
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painting and images based on sketching from life that is a feature of the Maruyama school. The fact that
the Mitsui family was a leading patron of the Maruyama school is closely connected to the background to
which these designs came into being.

It has hitherto been thought that the kosode costumes handed down in the Mitsui family were created for
use specifically by members of this family, but it became clear through this study that there are some
extant examples, albeit few in number, of kosode costumes of similar type. This suggests the possibility
that the kosode costumes handed down in the Mitsui family were not necessarily special items but were

sold as commercial products.
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