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Abstract : In the 1980s, both Tokyo as well as Antwerp were the cradles of cutting-edge fashion and both
took the lead in changing the Fashion System. On occasion of the exhibition “6+ Antwerp Fashion” at the
Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery (11 April-28 June, 2009), comparison in relation to their fashion designs of
these two regions was made. The first generation of Antwerp designers was influenced by Japanese
Fashion, especially after having visited Osaka in 1984 and Tokyo in 1985. Eventually, this event has led to
the birth of the Antwerp Six in 1986. The results of this year’s research are published in the exhibition
catalogue and a symposium “Talk on Antwerp” that is organized on April 11, 2009, inviting Geert Bruloot,
Hirofumi Kurino, and Keiko Hirayama, as witness of the most distinctive fashion culture and three

Japanese graduates from the Fashion Department of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts of Antwerp.
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